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Based on the recommendations in the global Ocean Decade implementation plan and with support from 
IOC UNESCO, the Arctic Action Plan was developed following input from a series of workshops with 
simultaneous working groups dedicated to each of the desired societal outcomes of the Ocean Decade. At 
the workshops Arctic challenges for reaching the societal outcomes were identified and potential actions 
proposed. Each working group was chaired by key experts from academia, governance and industry, 
with working group participation open to all interested parties to ensure the broadest representation. 
The process involved >300 participants in total from businesses, science, governments, NGOs and the 
broader public.

Based on the working group input and discussions with working group chairs and the Task Force, the 
Danish Centre for Marine Research (DCMR) developed the first draft which was submitted for public 
review in March 2021 and presented during an open online consultation (16th March). To advance even 
broader representation and diversity of perspectives, a number of organisations were contacted directly, 
including scientific organisations, Indigenous peoples representative organisations, industry NGO’s and 
management.

Following the consultation, the Danish Centre for Marine Research drafted the final version in 
collaboration with the Task Force before final submission to IOC UNESCO in May 2021. 
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Following the consultation, the Danish Centre for Marine Research drafted the final version 
in collaboration with the Task Force before final submission to IOC UNESCO in May 2021.  
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