
Preparatory online meeting for working group chairs in the 

Ocean Decade 
Arctic regional process

1. October 2020

Hosted by Danish Center for Marine Research
Colin Stedmon & Christian Riisager-Simonsen 



Agenda

• WELCOME and background (10 min) 
 Colin Stedmon - Centre Leader at Danish Center for Marine Research 

• Where are we in the Ocean Decade planning (10 min) 
 Henrik Enevoldsen - Danish representative in IOC UNESCO

• The plan for the Arctic regional process + introduction to all WG chairs (15 min) 
 Christian Riisager-Simonsen - Coordinator at Danish Center for Marine Research 

• Questions (25min) 
 Colin & Christian - Danish Center for Marine Research 



Welcome and background



Welcome and background – who is behind?
The International Task Force
Role = Int. advis. committee and review panel

The Danish Center for Marine Research (DCMR)
Role = organisers and coordinators of the Arctic process

DCMR Board

DCMR secretariat

Colin Stedmon 

DCMR leader and 
professor at DTU Aqua

Christian R-S 

DCMR and DTU Aqua 
coordinator (res. & policy)



Welcome and background – why this effort

CHALLENGE

The Arctic is experiencing rapid change which is impacting both local and global communities, value 
chains, governance, nature and climate

OPPORTUNITY – The Ocean Decade

To harvest the momentum of the Ocean Decade to put spotlight on the needs of the Arctic and 
collaborate towards solutions 

For this we need a specific Arctic regional Action Plan to ensure alignment and positioning of the 
region 

• Providing a unifying framework which integrates existing Arctic strategies and priorities, and 
identifies missing elements

• Offering a guiding document for Arctic marine research, innovation and development activities 
during the Decade 

• Ensuring that the Arctic region can both benefit from and contribute to the Ocean Decade 

• Accelerate relevant current international efforts and encourage new collaborations



Where are we in the Ocean Decade planning

Henrik Enevoldsen IOC Unesco













The plan for the Arctic regional process

Christian DCMR



The plan for the Arctic regional process
- how to make an ‘Arctic interpretation’



The plan for the Arctic regional process
Scoping documents + guidelines



Where are we?



Detailed plan for working groups

Today

Your work starts in the working groups

Your work continues

Your work continues (if necessary)

Time schedule for meetings

You will receive additional help 
during the sessions from:
• At least two Arctic early career 

researchers (ECRs) i.e. 
rapporteurs in break out groups

• A technical (Zoom) support 
person from DCMR



Your task as WG chairs
Before workshops During workshops Between workshops After last workshop
• Obtain an overview of the 

process
• Adhere to the agenda in 

guidelines – i.e. use it as a 
template

• Make sure to share draft
document with input to 
WG so people can add 
comments

• Share draft of WG output 
document with 
participants and DCMR 

• Obtain an overview of 
working group 
composition – and if some 
important actor is missing 
(please contact DCMR)

• Make it clear to the WG 
how you want to take 
peoples input, and the 
role of co-chairs and ECRs.

• Consider break out rooms

• Email DCMR with drafts to
allow us to identify cross 
cutting themes between 
WGs

• Submit final version to 
DCMR by 1st December

• Agree with co-chair and 
ECRs on how to organise 
and report on the 
discussions 

• Consider no. of 
participants

• Be aware that some may 
choose just to listen

• Be aware of the time – let 
people send comments if 
times runs out

• One WG chair from each 
WG prepare a short
presentation for the 
online consultation in 
March 2021



The guidelines and agenda for WG meetings

Spatial Scope

“Agreement on enhancing International

Arctic Scientific Cooperation”

A: NON-PAPER - scope of the process and 
the alignment between the Ocean Decade’s 
societal goals international policies and 
initiatives in the Arctic

Appendix



The guidelines and agenda for WG meetings

Your focus should be to get 
as concrete as possible

Workshop 1

1) What are the specific challenges

2) What are relevant actions and actors

Workshop 2

1) How realistic are these actions (SWOT)

2) What actions should be of high priority   

Workshop 3 

1) Provide details to the input e.g. in small break out groups

DCMR and task force will follow up on unaddressed input/topics

B: GUIDANCE TO WORKING GROUP CHAIRS

Appendix



The guidelines and agenda for WG meetings

D: GUIDANCE ON INTERPRETATION OF THE OCEAN 
DECADE SOCIETAL OUTCOMES - AND THE 
WORKING GROUPS FOCUS

Appendix



Overview of the working groups
Outcome Chair

1. Clean oceans
55 participants

Colin Moffat – Scottish Government (UK) Toril I. R. Utvik - Equinor (Norway) 

2. Healthy & resilient
63 participants

Brendan Kelly – U. of Alaska Fairbanks (USA) Katherine Richardson – U. of Copenhagen (Dk)

3. Productive ocean
52 participants

Anne Christine Brusendorff - ICES (Int.) Henry Huntington – The Ocean Conservancy (USA)

4. Predicted ocean
76 participants

Sandy Starkweather - NOAA (USA) Mark Payne – Technical University of Den. (Dk)

5. Safe ocean
33 participants

Matthew Owen – Geological Survey of 
Denmark and Greenland (DK)

Lena Holm Saxtoft - SKULD (DK)

6. Accessible ocean
44 participants

Nicole Biebow – Alfred Wegener Inst. (GE) Molly McCammon – Alaska Ocean Observing 
System (USA) 

7. Inspiring & eng. O.
37 participants

Raychelle Danielle – Pew trust (USA) Gunn-Britt Retter – Saami Council (Norway)



Overview of the working groups
Outcome Chair

1. Clean oceans
55 participants

Colin Moffat – Scottish Government (UK) Toril I. R. Utvik - Equinor (Norway) 

2. Healthy & resilient
63 participants

Brendan Kelly – U. of Alaska Fairbanks (USA) Katherine Richardson – U. of Copenhagen (Dk)

3. Productive ocean
52 participants

Anne Christine Brusendorff - ICES (Int.) Henry Huntington – The Ocean Conservancy (USA)

4. Predicted ocean
76 participants

Sandy Starkweather - NOAA (USA) Mark Payne – Technical University of Den. (Dk)

5. Safe ocean
33 participants

Matthew Owen – Geological Survey of Denmark and Greenland 
(DK)

Lena Holm Saxtoft - SKULD (DK)

6. Accessible ocean
44 participants

Nicole Biebow – Alfred Wegener Inst. (GE) Molly McCammon – Alaska Ocean Observing System (USA) 

7. Inspiring & eng. O.
37 participants

Raychelle Danielle – Pew trust (USA) Gunn-Britt Retter – Saami Council (Norway)

Group 1 - 2 volunteers (Anna Gebruk, Tamara Narganes Homfeldt)
Group 2 - 3 volunteers (Tom Grove, Moustapha MOUSSA, Chloe Nunn)
Group 3 - 3 volunteers (Saule Akhmetkaliyeva, Alisa Ilinskaya, Ellie Louise Burch)
Group 4 - 4 volunteers (Joseph Lambert, Holly Elizabeth Jenkins, Jessica Newman, Susana Hancock)
Group 5 - 2 volunteers (Robert Taylor, Patrizia Isabelle Duda)
Group 6 - 3 volunteers (Rachel Downey, German Titov, Anastasia Shurygina)
Group 7 - 2 volunteers (Hannah Grist, Vinod Kumar Nathan)

Support from early career researchers (organised by APECS) – Tentative list



Short introduction of WG chairs
Outcome Chair

1. Clean oceans
55 participants

Colin Moffat – Scottish Government (UK) Toril I. R. Utvik - Equinor (Norway) 

2. Healthy & resilient
63 participants

Brendan Kelly – U. of Alaska Fairbanks (USA) Katherine Richardson – U. of Copenhagen (Dk)

3. Productive ocean
52 participants

Anne Christine Brusendorff - ICES (Int.) Henry Huntington – The Ocean Conservancy (USA)

4. Predicted ocean
76 participants

Sandy Starkweather - NOAA (USA) Mark Payne – Technical University of Den. (Dk)

5. Safe ocean
33 participants

Matthew Owen – Geological Survey of 
Denmark and Greenland (DK)

Lena Holm Saxtoft - SKULD (DK)

6. Accessible ocean
44 participants

Nicole Biebow – Alfred Wegener Inst. (GE) Molly McCammon – Alaska Ocean Observing 
System (USA) 

7. Inspiring & eng. O.
37 participants

Raychelle Danielle – Pew trust (USA) Gunn-Britt Retter – Saami Council (Norway)



Questions
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